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Introduction

This report contains the most useful selections of 
feedback received on Anylaw LLP in Chambers UK 2021. 

Our expertise in assessing the world’s legal profession 
has evolved over several decades. We constantly refine 
our research operation but we keep, at its core, a reliance 
on personal interviews with lawyers and clients and a 
range of other market sources that we identify in the 
course of our research.

These interviews are essential. They give us a wealth 
of in-depth information – often extremely frank and 
critical. They require a large team of intelligent and 
knowledgeable researchers managed by highly 
experienced editors. We have to judge and assess the 
many opinions we hear and allow for all the conflicting 
interests and biases. Our success can be judged by 
the accuracy of our rankings and the credibility of our 
editorial.

Our researchers cover a range of topics during these 
interviews, investigating the strengths, weaknesses and 
distinguishing features of a firm. While these interviews 
are structured around a few core subjects, there is no set 
list of questions. The issues covered will vary.

Source identity
It is essential that anonymity is preserved at all 
times. Thus, for the purpose of this report the only 
identification of the person interviewed is a Client, 
Market Commentator or Third Party. A Client is any client 
or potential client: in house counsel, high net worth 
individual, chief executive or any other senior figure in a 
company that is not a law firm. A Market Commentator 
is a lawyer competing within the same market as the 
practice. Third Party is for any source that does not fit 
into the above categories, such as barristers or private 
practice lawyers who are not competing in the same 
market (such as a New York-based lawyer discussing 
practices in the Cayman Islands).

Wider market feedback
The majority of sources marked in the report as Market 
Commentators are likely to be peers in private practice. 
Chambers views these sources’ opinions sceptically. This 
is why we go out of our way to disregard any anomalous 

views. Rankings will never be affected by a small number 
of uncorroborated opinions. 

The lengthy, detailed research process examines a range 
of factors, and clients’ views usually form the most 
important aspect of research. Our team of over 200 full 
time researchers delve deep into markets to analyse 
the latest developments and to discover which firms 
are acting on the most innovative and high-profile work. 
Therefore, some of the peer feedback that you see in this 
report had a minimal impact on the research – perhaps 
even none. There will be no instance of a ranking based 
purely on such feedback. 

However, commentary of this nature can be useful at 
times: it can tell us which firms are being most regularly 
encountered on certain types of deals, for instance. It 
is sometimes interesting to see if there is a consensus 
among this segment of the market. Each analysis in this 
report will explain what the key parts of the research 
were; the fact that peer commentary is included 
underneath may be of interest, but is not the full story.

Key Improvement Points
In order to provide easily digestible actionable feedback, 
the Insight team has identified the single most central 
point to improve for next year, and/or a factor currently 
preventing a higher ranking. Where possible, this will 
focus on something clearly actionable, such as a specific 
way to improve the submission. If the way in which the 
submission is put together cannot obviously be improved, 
the Key Improvement Point might focus on something 
less obviously actionable that is still key to the ranking. 
This might include the practice taking on larger deals, or 
being in receipt of more positive client feedback. On rare 
occasions an outright market leader may not have an 
obvious area to improve, which will be clearly noted.
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Rankings explained
Bands 1-6 

Law firms and individual lawyers are ranked in bands from 
1 (highest) to 6 (lowest). Being ranked in any band is a 
significant achievement. The qualities on which rankings 
are assessed include: technical legal ability; professional 
conduct; client service; commercial astuteness; diligence; 
commitment; and any other qualities most valued by the 
client. 

Senior Statesperson 
A lawyer who no longer works hands-on with the same 
intensity but who, by virtue of close links with major 
clients, remains pivotal to the firm’s success. 

Eminent Practitioners
Highly influential lawyers who are less active in day-
to-day work due to managerial or client relationship 
commitments, but remain key players in the team. 

Star Individual
This ranking is given to lawyers with exceptional 
recommendations in their field. 

Recognised Practitioner
A Recognised Practitioner handles notable matters and/or 
has received some recommendation during the course of 
our research. However, they have not received a sufficiently 
high level of sustained recommendation to be included 
in the numerical rankings. Instead, the Recognised 
Practitioner category shows that these individuals are on 
our research radar. 

Up-and-coming Individual
Those who do not yet have an established reputation but 
who are driving their firm’s growth. 

Star Associate
Awarded to an associate who consistently demonstrates an 
outstanding degree of technical and commercial expertise 
beyond that of their peers. 

Associate to Watch
Senior associates who are recognised for their role on 
significant matters. 

Spotlight
A Spotlight ranking is given to firms or individuals where 
the table does not have numerical rankings. All Spotlight 
rankings are equal to each other on the same table, and 
the ranking serves to highlight a select group of firms or 
individuals. These rankings are most commonly used for 
Foreign Experts/Foreign Desks. 

Foreign Experts  
and Foreign Desks

Foreign Experts and Foreign Desks are individuals or 
teams with expertise in a different jurisdiction from 
where they are based. These individuals and teams 
are particularly highly regarded for international and 
cross-border work. Usually, they will be identified in the 
jurisdiction in which they are based and in their country of 
expertise. For example, a lawyer based in the UK may have 
an in-depth knowledge of China. They would appear in the 
UK as a Foreign Expert for China, while in China they would 
be identified as a Foreign Expert with Chinese expertise 
based in the UK. 

Potential
The potential label is not a ranking. It does not appear in 
any of the guides or on the website. It is a category that 
is used within Chambers to denote a practice or lawyer 
who might merit a ranking in the future, but has not yet 
accumulated all the necessary evidence to prove that 
one is fully deserved. It is no guarantee of a future 
ranking. It is possible for a lawyer or practice to gain 
this label one year and lose it the next. 

1-6
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Ranking data

Firm and individual ranking breakdown

Total firm and individual ranking

AnyLaw LLP

0 10 20 30 40 50

Individual rankings

Firm rankings

0 3 6 9 12 15

Spotlight

Associate to Watch

Up-and-coming Individual

Band 5

Band 4

Band 3

Band 2

Band 1

Star Individual

Eminent Practitioners

Senior Statespeople Firm rankings

Individual rankings

19

4

x

x

x

x

x

12

4

3

x

1

x

4

x

3

x

x

x

5

8

10

15

50



4  |  Chambers Insight

Ranking data

0 3 6 9 12 15

Spotlight

Associate to Watch

Up-and-coming Individual

Band 5

Band 4

Band 3

Band 2

Band 1

Star Individual

Eminent Practitioners

Senior Statespeople Firm rankings

Individual rankings

0 10 20 30 40 50

Individual rankings

Firm rankings

Citylex

14

34

x

x

x

1

x

x

4

5

5

x

6

x

1

x

x

x

2

x

7

3

4

10

Total firm and individual ranking



5  |  Chambers Insight

Ranking data

0 3 6 9 12 15

Spotlight

Associate to Watch

Up-and-coming Individual

Band 5

Band 4

Band 3

Band 2

Band 1

Star Individual

Eminent Practitioners

Senior Statespeople Firm rankings

Individual rankings

0 10 20 30 40 50

Individual rankings

Firm rankings

London Partners

12

19

1

x

x

x

x

x

2

4

3

3

4

x

3

x

x

x

x

x

x

3

3

5

Total firm and individual ranking



6  |  Chambers Insight

Ranking data

0 3 6 9 12 15

Spotlight

Associate to Watch

Up-and-coming Individual

Band 5

Band 4

Band 3

Band 2

Band 1

Star Individual

Eminent Practitioners

Senior Statespeople Firm rankings

Individual rankings

0 10 20 30 40 50

Individual rankings

Firm rankings

Metro Law

12

33

1

x

x

x

x

1

8

1

3

x

5

x

1

x

2

x

x

x

1

9

5

8

Total firm and individual ranking



7  |  Chambers Insight

Banking & Finance – London

Practice 
 2021: Band 4   2020: Band 3 

Key Improvement Point
The practice could stand to demonstrate a greater variety of work beyond its core lender focus.

Referee Response Rate 
Number of 
submitted 

referees

Referee 
response 

rate

Relative to 
average for 

that chapter

Banking & Finance – London 20 50% Above average

Practice Trajectory
Upward

Lawyers
2021 2020

Jane Brooks Band 2 Band 2

John Andrews Band 3 Band 3

Simon Lyons Band 4 Band 5

Jacqueline Marsh Potential Not ranked
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Feedback from clients is the key to Chambers’ research; their views carry the most 
weight. The sources marked in this report as ‘Market Commentators’ will largely 
be peers in private practice. Rankings will never be affected by a small number of 
uncorroborated peer opinions. Each analysis will explain what the key parts of the 
research were; the fact that peer commentary is included underneath may be of 
interest, but it never tells the full story.

Banking & Finance – London

Analysis
A significant recent development for the firm is the 
arrival of two renowned practitioners in Jane Brooks and 
John Andrews, which considerably bolsters its strength 
in depth. “They’ve just about doubled in size overnight!” 
says one interviewee. Another remarks that “it isn’t just 
about how many people they brought in – it is who they 
brought in. The experience of just one of those partners 
is worth more than most.” The addition of Brooks garners 
particular interest and a source describes her as “the one 
who will lead that practice to greatness.”

While Brooks and Andrews retain their respective 
rankings, further encouragement can be taken from the 
growth of Simon Lyons, who is noted for his experience 
in cross-border matters and earns praise for his 
commercial insight and attention to detail. At this time, 
there is sufficient evidence to warrant his rise to Band 
4. Jacqueline Marsh is also considered a name that is on 
the rise and she attracts positive client feedback, being 
described as “very commercial” and “a smooth operator.” 
She does not yet boast the requisite profile to attain a 
ranking, but she is highlighted as a Potential and her 
progress will be closely monitored during future research 
cycles.

Multiple sources point to these hires as a catalyst for 
AnyLaw’s recent success and suggest that it may be 
“pulling ahead of those Band 3 firms.” An interviewee also 
highlights that the sophistication and complexity of its 
recent work has improved: “If you take a look at the deals 

they are handling, I think you’ll find they are competing 
more closely with the Band 2 firms.” Beyond its increased 
standing in the wider market, clients remain enthusiastic 
about its service. Among other things, respondents praise 
its commercially driven outlook, experience of dealing 
with high-profile lenders and ability to staff deals leanly.

Although feedback on the whole is favourable, there 
remains room for constructive criticism. One client claims 
that “the lack of a more cohesive international platform 
can be limiting,” while another cites a concern with 
respect to the quality of associates: “When I am given 
an associate, I get nervous. The quality is variable and it 
can be a bit of minefield.” That said, these are relatively 
minor critiques and do not appear to overly tarnish 
its reputation. In light of all the evidence, the practice 
maintains its remarkable rise and is promoted to the 
second tier at this time.
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Banking & Finance – London

Analysis of Comparative Rankings 
Although AnyLaw has made considerable progress 
over the years in establishing itself as a go-to name for 
finance transactions, it is still a relatively new player in 
this market. It lacks the longevity of a firm like Citylex 
and the resulting experience that this brings. Citylex has 
been ranked in Band 1 for the past eight years, which 
leaves no doubt that it is among the most respected and 
sought-after firms in the space. Interviewees identify its 
breadth of practice – encompassing lender, borrower and 
sponsor representation – as the hallmark of a genuine 
market leader. Indeed, this is an area of AnyLaw’s offering 
that sources specifically highlight as a weakness, given 
its narrower focus on the lender side. It should also 
be noted that Citylex receives more consistent praise 
from both client and non-client sources. Expected 
qualities such as its level of client care, efficiency and 
clear communication are complemented with remarks 
acknowledging its commitment to the market and 
strategic placement of offices in key finance jurisdictions 
across the world.

It is a similar story for London Partners, which moves up 
to Band 1 for the first time this year. Client feedback is 
comparable to that received by Citylex both in terms of 
volume and tone, though wider market commentators are 
perhaps slightly less unanimous in their appraisals. While 
an impression remains among some that its London office 

constitutes a smaller part of its operation, a notable 
number of interviewees point to its involvement in £1 
billion-plus deals as evidence of its quality and suggest 
that it is currently performing at a higher level than those 
in the second tier. Moreover, London Partners can call 
upon the expertise of a greater number of recognised 
practitioners than AnyLaw, boasting seven ranked 
individuals in its team – more than twice as many as its 
Band 2 competitor. This vastly superior strength in depth 
serves as a further reason to warrant the distinction 
between London Partners and AnyLaw.

Metro Law has remained a solid Band 2 name for three 
years and is touted as a viable alternative to the market 
leaders when it comes to major transactions. AnyLaw is 
now ranked alongside it for the first time and there are 
several similarities to point out. Both groups handle deals 
of a broadly similar sophistication and value and have 
three ranked individuals, indicating respectable bench 
strength. While Metro Law arguably has the slightly 
stronger client list, it has also been established in the 
London market for longer than AnyLaw. Countering this 
is the fact that AnyLaw has the edge when it comes 
to the quality and quantity of its client feedback – a 
key driver of any ranking. Thus, with very little to 
distinguish between the two firms, it is felt that an 
equal ranking in Band 2 is appropriate.

Comparative rankings
2021 2020 2019

AnyLaw 2 3 4

Citylex 1 1 1

London Partners 1 2 2

Metro Law 2 2 2



Banking & Finance – London

10  |  Chambers Insight

Market Feedback on the Team 

It is one of the best firms I have ever used. Their 
experience is considerable, but they don’t pretend to 
know it all. If something is out of their comfort zone they 
will reach out and find an answer. One drawback is that 
the lack of a more cohesive international platform can be 
limiting. That would be one area they could work on as 
nearly all finance transactions have some international 
element to them.
Client

Certainly one of their strengths is the ability to staff deals 
appropriately – leanly. They don’t load up a simple job with 
a dozen associates who are learning how to draft on my 
watch.
Client

If you take a look at the deals they are handling, I think 
you’ll find they are competing more closely with the Band 
2 firms.
Market Commentator

AnyLaw should be moved up the table.
Market Commentator

The work they are undertaking is high end and with the 
lateral hires they have taken on, they are pulling ahead of 
those Band 3 firms. 
Market Commentator

I don’t know if you have heard much about these guys, but 
I would suggest you think about moving them up. 
Market Commentator

I have found myself always coming back to AnyLaw. They 
are outstanding. The client service is impeccable. I was 
expecting to be treated like an anonymous face, but 
that couldn’t be further from the truth. They work really 
hard and their experience of dealing with some pretty 
demanding lenders is impressive. 
Client

Billing is always a tricky one. Are they cheap? Of course 
not, but neither do I feel like I’ve overpaid because of the 
service I get.
Client

They’ve just about doubled in size overnight! That’s 
a great achievement, but it does come with its own 
problems. Some of their lawyers might feel like they’re 
not getting their fair share of the work, so it’ll be 
interesting to see if they can keep the team together.
Market Commentator

I have never had a problem with any of the partners there. 
They are truly excellent and make a point of driving the 
deal through – pushing hard against any and all obstacles. 
However, when I am given an associate, I get nervous. The 
quality is variable and it can be a bit of minefield.
Client

Obviously the big news was that they hired two new 
partners. But, it isn’t just about how many people they 
brought in – it is who they brought in. The experience of 
just one of those partners is worth more than most.
Market Commentator

For lender-side representation, they are a great choice. 
However, they are so stringently focused on representing 
lenders that I think they are missing experience in other 
areas.
Market Commentator

They are OK, I guess. I just don’t like the way they go 
about deals. It can feel like a real struggle at times. 
Whether that is due to them being difficult or just 
inexperienced, I can’t tell.
Market Commentator

We started working with Jane Brooks at her previous firm 
and had such a good relationship that we followed her to 
AnyLaw. I would trust her with any banking matter.
Client

It’s a lenders’ shop. I don’t think they have any notable 
experience representing borrowers.
Market Commentator
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Market Feedback on Individuals 

Jane Brooks
Band 2

We knew about her reputation in the City and were 
delighted to hear that she had joined AnyLaw. We started 
using her a few months back and when you speak to her 
she just oozes experience. I’ve yet to have her hesitate or 
stumble under my questioning, and I’ve thrown some real 
curveballs at her.
Client

She’s the best lawyer at AnyLaw. I’m sure the rest are 
more than capable, but Jane really is the leading light. 
Client

She has always been excellent and that ranking is 
thoroughly deserved. 
Market Commentator

She’s a new addition. She is the one who will lead that 
practice to greatness. 
Market Commentator

She is expensive – there’s no doubt about that – but she 
does have a wealth of experience to bring to the table. 
I really value that, but I do sometimes wonder whether 
there are others in the City with similar expertise and 
slightly lower rates. 
Client

It was an interesting move for Jane to go to AnyLaw. She 
is rightly known as a highly talented finance lawyer, but 
I guess that step towards Band 1 will really hinge on just 
what she accomplishes at AnyLaw. 
Market Commentator

We started working with Jane Brooks at her previous firm 
and had such a good relationship that we followed her to 
AnyLaw. I would trust her with any banking matter. She 

is just extremely dedicated to our needs, as well as being 
knowledgeable of the market and aware of emerging 
trends.
Client

John Andrews
Band 3

He’s a known name in London, but I see no reason why he 
should move up the table. He does solid work, but nothing 
groundbreaking. 
Market Commentator

He can be quite stern and to the point. This is not a 
problem as it is a consequence of his professionalism, 
but sometimes it would be nice to see him be a bit more 
welcoming and warm.
Client

He came over with Jane and that has really shaken up 
the market. John probably does not have quite the same 
profile – he is not as established among the big-name 
lenders – but don’t get me wrong, he is a great addition.
Market Commentator

Simon Lyons
Band 4

Although he is relatively junior compared to his 
colleagues, you would be mistaken in thinking that he is 
inexperienced. 
Client

His cross-border experience is really beneficial, 
especially in emerging markets. 
Client



Banking & Finance – London

12  |  Chambers Insight

I haven’t used him as much as Jane, but when he has been 
involved I have been impressed by his commercial insight 
and attention to detail. 
Client

He doesn’t have the same profile as Jane, but they work 
together and make for a formidable pair. 
Market Commentator

I think he is a solid lawyer but needs to keep honing 
that experience by taking the lead on more deals more 
regularly. 
Market Commentator

Jacqueline Marsh
Potential

She is excellent for very tricky stuff, has a good approach 
of how to drive forward the deal, is very commercial and 
knows how to get to the endgame for clients.
Client

I’ve heard of her, yes. She comes up in discussions about 
names that are on the rise.
Market Commentator

She is absolutely brilliant – just the consummate, ultimate 
lawyer. She is brilliant at her job and can predict the 
future with uncanny accuracy, it seems. Jacqui is a 
smooth operator, going beyond just legal advice. She 
can help structure big-ticket problems and deals in the 
hundreds of millions of pounds. 
Client

Peter Baines
Not Ranked

He is an example of where the quality dips a bit. Maybe I 
caught him on a bad day, but I was left disappointed that I 
was spotting mistakes. 
Client

Alan Clayton 
Not Ranked

I saw him on a deal a year or so ago, but I don’t think he 
really has what it takes to be ranked. He is good, yes, but 
this is the London table. Merely being ‘good’ isn’t enough 
in my opinion. 
Market Commentator

Susan Turnbull
Not Ranked

I’m not sure she is a finance lawyer; I thought she was 
more involved in capital markets and private equity. She is 
very good, but I’m not sure this is her focus.
Market Commentator
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Litigation – London

Practice 
 2021: Band 4   2020: Band 3 

Key Improvement Point
The practice could benefit from demonstrating a wider scope by providing more cases from a greater range of industries.

Referee Response Rate 
Number of 
submitted 

referees

Referee 
response 

rate

Relative to 
average for 

that chapter

Litigation – London 20 35% Average

Practice Trajectory
Downward

Lawyers
2021 2020

Daniel Barrett Band 2 Band 2

Jaya Ballard Potential Not ranked

Grant Taylor Not ranked Band 4
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Feedback from clients is the key to Chambers’ research; their views carry the most 
weight. The sources marked in this report as ‘Market Commentators’ will largely 
be peers in private practice. Rankings will never be affected by a small number of 
uncorroborated peer opinions. Each analysis will explain what the key parts of the 
research were; the fact that peer commentary is included underneath may be of 
interest, but it never tells the full story.

Litigation – London

Analysis
The client commentary accrued this year is disappointing 
on the whole; an interviewee suggests that the service did 
not provide value for money, while another felt that the 
team was “learning on the job.” One positive response is 
received, however, which indicates that its lawyers “tread 
the line between fighting for the client but not being 
unnecessarily aggressive.” The overall tone of feedback 
remains a concern, especially as other firms included in 
the third tier tend to accrue a greater return of effusive 
testimonies.

There are recurring questions raised by interviewees 
regarding the firm’s focus on contentious matters, with 
most sources being better acquainted with its finance 
offering. Moreover, those that have encountered it in 
litigation also question its capabilities in this area. “They 
get the occasional case, but depth and experience is an 
issue for them,” says one interviewee. Another declares: “I 
admire their courage to break into this area,” yet caveats 
this remark in concluding: “they bit off more than they 
could chew.”

Sources also highlight the team’s limited bench strength 
and a number indicate that it is heavily reliant on the 
capabilities of Daniel Barrett. “Daniel is great but who 
else is there?” says one. Although Grant Taylor has 
performed well in the past, there are concerns as to how 
active he remains in the space. This is compounded by the 
fact that he is not listed on any matters in the submission 
and that he does not garner much detailed praise from his 
clients. Accordingly, Taylor exits the rankings.

By comparison, Jaya Ballard attracts some encouraging 
commentary and exhibits a respectable volume of 
activity. She does not attain a ranking, but her future 
performance will be monitored and she is marked as a 
Potential. There are commendatory remarks on several 
other individuals, which at least suggests that there is 
depth beyond Barrett and Ballard, but none have the 
reputation to be considered for a ranking. All in all, 
there is limited evidence of a broad and robust litigation 
practice at AnyLaw. It moves down to Band 4.
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Analysis of Comparative Rankings 
For a number of years, Buckingham Law and AnyLaw 
were considered to be close competitors and were 
ranked side by side in Band 3. However, Buckingham 
Law has gone from strength to strength over the last 
couple of years, culminating in its ascension to the 
second tier, whereas AnyLaw’s standing has clearly 
declined. Buckingham Law’s growth is demonstrated 
in the emergence of two Up-and-coming Individuals in 
Arthur O’Brien and Marisha Riley to add to its already 
impressive bench strength, which also highlights its 
long-term succession planning. In addition, the group 
attracts a significant volume of positive commentary 
from a range of sources, who attest to its expertise in 
handling complex, high-end litigation. This is evidenced 
in its recent defence of renowned names such as Pepsip 
and GL Electrics, which emphasises its credibility in this 
market.

Gorton & Didsbury has similarly been on an upward 
trajectory in recent years and is widely considered to have 
a more notable litigation practice than AnyLaw. While its 
level of work cannot match up to the likes of Buckingham 
Law – it primarily handles midmarket matters – it is evident 
that it remains fully focused on dispute resolution and is 
a respected name in its niche. One source makes a direct 
comparison between Gorton & Didsbury and AnyLaw, 

asserting: “I don’t think they [AnyLaw] can compete with 
the likes of Gorton & Didsbury anymore.” Indeed, Gorton 
& Didsbury houses two well-known practitioners – Craig 
Brown and Alice Ball – the latter of whom maintains her 
top tier ranking. As such, the firm is able to demonstrate 
greater bench strength than AnyLaw and less of a 
reliance on a single individual.

Boutique firm Artois & Cannes has a more comparable 
bench to AnyLaw, although its standout litigator has yet 
to earn a similar reputation to Daniel Barrett. It also lacks 
the numbers and resources of a firm of AnyLaw’s size, but 
that does not appear to negatively impact its reputation 
among clients. Its practice garners a greater volume of 
effusive feedback and there are no real detractors when 
it comes to its level of service. One interviewee indicates 
that its smaller size leads to “greater client care than you 
get from the larger, more international firms.” Although 
Artois & Cannes is perhaps less visible as a firm, those 
who have encountered it are able to advocate for its 
prowess in handling mid-market and lower mid-market 
litigation, and no one questions whether it is active in 
the space. While AnyLaw certainly has the resources to 
be able to compete with such a firm, it could stand to 
emulate Artois & Cannes in receiving a larger volume 
of client commendations.

Comparative Rankings
2021 2020 2019

AnyLaw 4 3 3

Buckingham Law 2 3 3

Gorton & Didsbury 3 3 4

Artois & Cannes 4 4 4
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Market Feedback on the Team 

Unfortunately, I was not that impressed. They were 
OK but, considering the final bill, they fell short of my 
expectations. Part of the problem is that they don’t have a 
great deal of experience in litigation. I felt that, at times, 
they were learning on the job.
Client

I am very surprised that AnyLaw are in Band 3. They are a 
non-contentious firm doing finance, corporate and M&A. I 
have never seen them on litigation and I have been doing 
this for years.
Market Commentator

It’s all about Daniel. He gets a lot of attention, but the only 
reason for that is because there is no one else around him. 
There might be the odd junior, but no one you would want 
taking on a big file. 
Market Commentator

To be honest, we haven’t had a huge amount with them. 
Most of our work has been transactional. However, when 
we have used them on cases in the past they have been 
very effective – it’s just that was a few years ago now, so 
my experience is slightly dated.
Client

When we faced them earlier this year my initial thought 
was ‘who are these guys?’ I got the sense they were 
always playing catch up and couldn’t keep up with the 
developments that took place. 
Market Commentator

They achieved a good result for us, but it was expensive – 
prohibitively so. If I had a case come up tomorrow, I can’t 
honestly say to you that I would definitely go back to 
them. 
Client

AnyLaw should be moved down. 
Market Commentator

They get the occasional case but depth and experience is 
an issue for them.
Market Commentator

It is a one-man band over there. Daniel is on his own as 
far as I am aware. I could not name another partner or 
associate who does litigation there. 
Market Commentator

Daniel is the only name I see crop up on cases. Who else 
do they have? Compare that with the strength in depth 
offered by the other Band 3 firms and I think you’ll see a 
difference. Daniel is great, but who else is there? 
Market Commentator

It’s a solid outfit. Contentious is not really their bag as 
they are more renowned for finance and M&A. Also, they 
suffered a pretty big defeat last year and that was a bit 
humbling. I felt sorry for them as they bit off more than 
they could chew and it only dawned on them at the last 
minute. But I admire their courage to break into this area.
Market Commentator

It is a great litigation practice. They tread the 
line between fighting for the client but not being 
unnecessarily aggressive. 
Client

Daniel Barrett is the only the thing going for that firm. 
Beyond him, they’re down to the bare bones. I don’t think 
they can compete with the likes of Gorton & Didsbury 
anymore.
Market Commentator

It’s a good firm and I’m obviously familiar with them, but I 
would question how much litigation they do.
Market Commentator
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Market Feedback on Individuals 

Daniel Barrett 
Band 2

Daniel is fantastic – just the kind of lawyer you want to 
take you by the hand and guide you through the maze of 
litigation. 
Client

Daniel Barrett is the only the thing going for that firm. 
Beyond him, they’re down to the bare bones.
Market Commentator

He certainly stands out as a capable individual. He’s not 
at the level of the Band 1s, but he might get there one day.
Market Commentator

Daniel has a great reputation for representing his clients 
to the best of his ability and making sure they’re well 
taken care of at every stage of proceedings.
Third Party

He’s got the heart of a lion – he will take on anything. This 
is admirable and I wish I was that brave. But sometimes 
I think he could do with just pausing, taking a moment 
to step back and reassess whether his course of action 
is really the best one. That aside, he fully deserves his 
ranking. 
Market Commentator

I love working with Daniel! He really puts you at ease 
during the most stressful of times.
Client

His strengths are the clarity of his drafting and the 
measured nature in which he deals with opposing parties. 
It is very natural and I think everyone respects that. 
Weaknesses? He could probably do with more support. 
Client

It’s all about Daniel. He gets a lot of attention, but the only 
reason for that is because there is no one else around him. 
There might be the odd junior, but no one you would want 
taking on a big file. 
Market Commentator

Daniel is great, but who else is there? 
Market Commentator

I can’t emphasise how important he has been to us. 
Without him, we wouldn’t have stood a chance, but he 
defended us like his life depended on it. He is the best 
litigator I’ve ever had the pleasure to work with.
Client

Jaya Ballard 
Potential

Jaya is a great lawyer. She is so clever and can be 
fearsomely intense; she can appear brutal at times, but 
she is someone you want on your side. She is very assured 
– a quiet assurance. She has such willpower and intensity. 
She should be moved into the up-and-coming category, 
without question. 
Third Party

I expect a certain level of competence that is high from 
all our lawyers, but she does stand out in that she is 
extremely thorough and also very good at building 
bridges with opponents. She has a very commercial 
approach and when there is an opportunity for a 
settlement, she achieves successful settlements for us. 
Client

She is a very competent litigation solicitor. Jaya is very 
good with clients and always has their best interests at 
heart. She works very diligently for them.
Market Commentator
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Brian Anderson
Not Ranked

Maria West, Brian Anderson and Rachel Smith work well 
as a team. They are available, responsive and provide 
great advice.
Client

Steven Harrison
Not Ranked

He’s a younger, associate type. He certainly works hard, 
but he’s a little green around the gills.
Client

Rachel Smith
Not Ranked

Maria West, Brian Anderson and Rachel Smith work well 
as a team. They are available, responsive and provide 
great advice.
Client

Grant Taylor
Not Ranked

It’s hard to justify his ranking in my opinion as I don’t think 
he actively handles any cases. 
Market Commentator

I haven’t seen him on a case in years. Does he still 
practice? 
Market Commentator

He did one case a few years ago and has called himself a 
litigator ever since. He does financial services regulation; 
he is not a commercial litigator. 
Market Commentator

Grant is more active in financial services. I don’t think he 
has the breadth of commercial work to warrant a place in 
this table.
Market Commentator

Maria West
Not Ranked

Maria West, Brian Anderson and Rachel Smith work well 
as a team. They are available, responsive and provide 
great advice.
Client
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